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Mrt Armistead I.. Selden~, Jr., Ambassador to New Zealand, is in Washington
f o r  consultations pr ior to beginning his home leave. In addit ion to his

,$,$

, he has requested
nts.  Assistant  Secretary

L

Ambassador Selden was~a former member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee
-3

from 1955 to 1969 and was the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for  Internat ional  Securi ty Affairs from 1970 to 1972.

Ambassador Selden desires to pay his respects and may raise the following
topics with you:

1. New Government i~nNew Zealand. The advent of the Muldoon Government
has significantly benefited our security~ ties and broadened the commonality
o f  o u r  interes~ts. The Prime Minister’s strong, positive approach toward
securi ty issues has set  a  def ini te tone. He is solidly in favor of ANZUS
and is  ready to do al l  wi thin his power to insure i ts  cont inuat ion. You
might ask Ambassador Selden what more we might we doing with them in the
s e c u r i t y  fi~eld.

: 2. Sino-Soviet  Act ivi t ies in the Southwest Pacif ic . New Zealand is
becoming i~ncreasingly concerned over the increased Sino-Soviet activity.
They have recently reported that Papua New Guinea’s Prime Minister will
visit  PRC in May, have carefully monitored the activit ies of the PRC ships
near Fin j i , and have invest igated the Soviet  offer  to the King of  Tonga to
construct an international class airport in exchange for a quiet anchorage .
in  Tongan waters for  a  Soviet  f ish factory ship.

x

3. Dupl ication of Effort: Fiji Survei 1 lance Effort. I n  a c c o r d a n c e  <
with the Radford-Co11 ins Agreement, each of the ANZUS countries is assigned
a part  of  the surrounding oceans forva,rious responsibi l i t ies ( to include H*
survei, 1 lance) .~ Soon after the two PRC ships were sighted off Fij i ,  i t  became
apparent to thee Director of the New Zealand Defense Intell igence that the US
uni lateral ly  had ini.tiated survei l lance of  the PRC ships without  te l l ing New
Zealand. This was an unfortunate error. The Defense Attache has attempted

If@o expla in  the  s i tua t ion  to  the  D i rec tor .
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4. Nuclear Powered Warship Visits. We appear on the verge of reopening
NPW access to New Zealand. A request for the USS Truxton (CGN-35) to visit
a New Zealand port from 27 August to 2 September 1976 has been submitted.
Answers to a series of legal questions posed by New Zealand were dispatched
on 13 May. Prime Minister Muldoon is bearing up well under increasing
opposition to his NPW stance.

- A special point to keep in mind when lookinq at US-New Zealand
relat ions’overal l  IS  that  Muldoon’s posi t ion on securitv issues and his
open-armed acceptance of NPW visits cannot be separated from New Zealand’sr
c r i t i c a l economic di f f icul t ies. Althouqh the GNZ has studiously avoided
openly linking NPW visits with access to US markets for its products,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e e f , such a l inkage in effect already has been established
by the numerous appeals that have been made,by the GNZ to visiting senior
U S  o f f i c i a l s , senators and congressmen.

A meeting information sheet is at Tab A and a biography is at Tab B.
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INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 17 May 1976

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

MEETING INFORMATION SHEET

NAME AND TITLE OF VISITOR: Mr. Armistead I. Selden,
Ambassador to New Zealand

TI ME AND DATE : 1430, 20 May 1976

LOCATION: Office of Secretary of Defense

HOW TO ADDRESS VI S ITOR: Ambassador Selden

ATTENDEES: U.S. Ambassador Selden
The Secretary of Defense

Mi l i ta ry  Ass is tant
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA),

Mr .  McAul i f f e
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA),

Mr. ,Abramowi tz

APPO INTMENTS WITH OTHER SENI OR U.S. OFFICIALS: Deputy Secretary of Defense
Cl ements

Assistant  Secretary of
Defense ( ISA)

Chief of Naval Operations

Assistant for  New Zealand,  Co1 Houser



DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS RELEASE - 8 MAY 1974

#ARMI STEAD’ I . SELDEN, JR.
SWORN IN

AS U.S. AMBASSADOR
TO NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, TONGA,

AND WESTERN SAMOA

Armistead lnge Selden,  Jr . , of Greensboro, Alabama; was sworn in
toda?‘as Uni ted States Ambassador to New Zealand, Fi j i , Tonga and
Western Samoa. He succeeds Ambassador Kenneth Franzheim II, who
resigned in December 1972.

Mr. Selden was born. on February 20, 1921, in Greensboro, Alabama.
He received a B.A. degree in 1942 from the University of the South and
an LL.B degree in 1948 from the University of Alabama. He served with
the, United States Navy from 1942 to 1946.

Mr. Selden was in private law practice in Greensboro from 1948 to
1953. A member of the Alabama House of Representatives from 1950 to
1951. In 1953 he became a United States Representative from Alabama.
He was a member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee from 1955 to
1969, and was Chairman of the Subcommittee on Inter-American Affairs
from 1959 to 1969. He returned to private law practice in 1969.

From 1970 to 1972, Mr. Selden was Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary  o f  Defense  for  In ternat iona l  Secur i ty  Af fa i rs . D u r i n g
1972-73, he was a Consultant to the Department of Defense. He
received the Department of Defense Distinguished Civil ian Award in 1972.

He became a member of’the law firm Lucas, Selden, Friedman and
Mann in Washington, D.C. in 1973 and at the same time became associated
with the law firm of Roson, Wright, Harwood and Selden, in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

Ambassador Selden is married to the former Mary Jane Wright. They
have three. sons -- Armistead Selden Ill, Jack Wright Selden and Thomas
-Lawson Se 1 den -- and two daughters --  Martee Selden (Mrs. James H. Hewi tt)
and Edi th .Cobbs Se1 den. .




